There is a case under treatment in the council ward at present which illustrates an operation which I After the skin had been shaved and carefully purified by means of carbolic lotion of the strength of 1 in 20, an incision was made over the position of the external ring by doubling up and transfixing the skin and fascice covering the inguinal swelling ; this incision measured about 3 inches, and it so happened that the sac was exposed by it; it was prolonged upwards and downwards, as far as the edge of the outer ring superiorly, and for a few inches along the surface of the cord inferiorly. The sac was apparently healthy ; it was thin, not congested, transparent, and the contents of the hernia could be seen through it; a slight constriction was found at the external ring which was freely notched upwards by a hernia knife; no constriction existed at the internal ring.
There is a case under treatment in the council ward at present which illustrates an operation which I have been in the habit of performing lately for the radical cure of hernia, and which presents special circumstances of great interest. Taking this case as the basis of my remarks, I wish to draw your attention to the operation in question ; the manner of it ; the principles in accordance with which it is undertaken, and the results which have been obtained in this hospital. The patient is a male, aged 32 years, by occupation a milkman, and in every respect a healthy and strong adult. It appears that from his infancy he had a swelling in his right groin and scrotum ; in fact he was congenially subject to a rupture on the right side. This rupture used to come down occasionally, but was reducible, and gave him little or no inconvenience until the day of his admission iuto hospital.
He was admitted on the night of the 29th July at 10 minutes to 12. It appears that about half-past eight on the evening of the same day the rupture came down, and that he was unable to reduce it as usual ; he had not vomited before admission, but was very anxious and restless, presenting great mental alarm and disquietude. On admission into hospital attempts were made to reduce the rupture, but these proved unsuccessful; ice was applied to the swelling, a warm water enema administered, and an opium draught containing 15 minims of the tincture was given internally. After admission into hospital he vomited three times ; his pulse was slow and weak ; he complained of great thirst, and was perspiring profusely. The In the 7 cases of strangulated hernia, the operation of herniotomy was necessary for the lelief of the strangulation, and the radical operation was performed in addition. Amongst these, two deaths occurred, but in both instances the fatal result depended on conditions not connected with, or resulting from, the operation.
One man was sinking before the operation, and continued to sink after it. In the other, obstruction from paralysis of the intestine was the cause of death. The parts concerned in the operation were found to be in a satisfactory state.
In the 4 cases of scrotal tumor the hernia existed as a comulication of the tumor, and the operation was performed in addition to the operation for the removal of the tumor.
The latter operation could not be undertaken without means being adopted to keep the hernia in the abdomen, and it was thought best to perform both operations simultaneously. 
